Grayslake
History
Trail
Self-Guided Tour

Hike - Bike - Walk - Run - Skate

Welcome
In 2020, Grayslake turned 125 years old. Large scale events,
including a day-long guided bike tour, were planned as part of the
celebration. This year, as we Celebrate Grayslake 125+1, we're
inviting you to walk, bike, hike, skate, skip, jump, or otherwise get
out and visit 25 locations in Grayslake to learn about our
community. The Grayslake Chamber is offering $100 in Chamber
Bucks – money that can be used at any business in Grayslake that is
a Chamber member – to 5 people who visit all 25 locations.

Learn about the evolution of Grayslake landmarks, such as historic Center
Street.

Historic images courtesy of the Grayslake Historical Society.

How to Use This Book
Using the addresses provided, go to each of the 25 stops and learn
about the buildings or landmarks at each location. You can visit in
number order or choose your own adventure. There should be a sign
at each location so you know you've found the right spot! If you
don't want to carry this book, an online version is available online at
www.grayslakeheritagecenter.com

Look for signs like this at each stop.

How to Win
Between July 17 and August 22, 2021, visit all 25 stops and take a
selfie. When you have photos at all 25 locations, email them to
gvcevents@villageofgrayslake.com. Each person in the photos is
eligible to enter – group pictures are allowed and encouraged!
Winners will be announced the week of August 23rd.

STOP

1

164 Hawley
Street

Today this is the Grayslake Heritage Center
& Museum, but the roots of this building go
back to a wooden one-room school house
near Grays Lake in the late 1800s. When the
village incorporated in 1895, the school
house was moved to this location. A first
floor was added beneath it and the entire
building was encased in brick. This is the
west wing of the building you see in front of
you, and it was Grayslake’s first Village Hall.
Almost 100 years later, in 1993, Village Hall
moved locations and the Grayslake
Historical Society opened a museum here.
Working together, the Village of Grayslake
and the Grayslake Historical Society opened
the newly expanded Grayslake Heritage
Center & Museum in 2010.

STOP

2

201 Center
Street

A key feature of the Grayslake Village
Center and the surrounding businesses,
Centennial Park stands as a community
gathering place. It features public seating
and a fireplace. It is the home of the annual
Grayslake Tree Lighting Ceremony,
Grayslake Farmers Market, a Summer
Concert Series, and other public events.
Long before it became a park, this was the
Merchants & Farmers Bank building. The
Churchill law office, now across the street,
started on the building's second floor. The
building was demolished in the early 2000s
and the space was redesigned for public use.

STOP

3

219-221
Center Street

This iconic building was built in July 1902 and
served as both a commercial property and a
community center. The first floor was home to
businesses and the building was called the Opera
House. The second floor hosted meetings, plays,
card parties, and other
events for more than fifty
years. Before the grade
school added a gymnasium,
students competed in
basketball games. In such
close quarters, sports fans
had to be protected from
errant basketballs by
netting. It’s said that the
annual Fireman’s Dance,
often held at the Opera
House, was packed with so
many people that the floor
had to be supported from
Image courtesy of the Grayslake Historical Society.
below.

STOP

4

250 Center
Street

In 1893, William Brandstetter opened one of
Grayslake’s earliest taverns on this site.
When Avon Township voted in favor of
Prohibition in
1916, Brandstetter
converted his
business to a dry
goods store with a
gas pump. The
new business was
called "Brandy's
First Draft opened in 2020 and stands where William
Brandstetter's building once was.
Korner." Two of
his sons each opened their own automotive
garages farther down Center Street. Today,
those three Brandstetter buildings have come
full circle – First Draft, Light the Lamp, and The
Vine are bars and restaurants, just like William
Brandstetter intended his first business to be.

STOP

5

267 Center
Street

Settlers from the East Coast began arriving in Lake
County in 1834. By the 1880s, the area held a series
of farms. In July 1886, the Wisconsin Central
Railroad came through what would become
Grayslake, IL. Three men, Henry Hawley, Chase
Webb, and Charles Whitney, platted the first
subdivision that same year and allowed for the
railroad line. The train station was located across the
street, where Grayslake Feed Sales is located today.
Within months, the Wilbur Lumber Company, one of
the first businesses to follow the railroad, opened
where you are standing now. By 1890, Grayslake had
a feed store, general store, creameries, livestock
buyers, carpenters, and more. In 1995, portions of the
old Wilbur Lumber yard were purchased to make
room for a parking lot and more green space. Today
this park is called Village Center Commons, and it is a
picturesque gateway to Grayslake’s historic
downtown. There is a memorial to Grayslake’s
veterans in Millennium Plaza, an outdoor history
exhibit that changes yearly, and a fountain at the
center of the park.

STOP

6

10 Seymour
Avenue

Throughout Grayslake history there have
been three Village Hall locations. The first
Village Hall was at 164 Hawley Street, where
the Grayslake Heritage Center & Museum now
stands. As the town grew, the Village
recognized the need for more space and
purchased the First America Bank building
located at 33 S. Whitney Street. This move, in
November 1992, took only a few days and the
new Village Hall was ready for business. The
current Village Hall opened in 1996 and spans
roughly 15,000 sq. feet. Prior to construction, a
small blacksmith shop stood on this site. In
2008, the police building was added, putting
various municipal operations in one building.
Unlike in other communities, the current
Village Hall has all administrative offices
located in one place.

STOP

7

Junior & Seymour
Avenues

Long before there were houses and Memorial
Park here, this land was owned by the Forvor
family. Their farm stretched from present day
St. Gilbert School, all the way to St. Andrew's
Episcopal Church on Park Ave. In 1922, Ernest R.
Moore purchased a part of the farm and laid out
a 114 lot subdivision called "Moore's Addition." In
addition to homes, his subdivision had
Grayslake's first park, Memorial Park. Each year,
the Village of
Grayslake hosts a
Memorial Day
parade at
Memorial Park
whereby the
community
comes together
to honor
Grayslake's
Memorial Park, home to the Memorial Day ceremony
each year in Grayslake.
veterans.

STOP

8

Lake Street &
St. Paul Street

The Lake Street Metra station dates back to
June 1900 when the Chicago, Milwaukee,
and St. Paul Railroads built a depot in
Grayslake. At the time, it was unique for a
community of this size to have two train
stations—one in downtown Grayslake and
one here. As time passed, the focus of the
railroad shifted from freight to commuter
traffic.
Today,
Grayslake
has two
Metra
stations,
which is still
unique for a
community
of this size.
Image courtesy of Metra Rail

STOP

9

275 S Lake
Street

Grayslake’s Grade School stood at the
northeast corner of present-day Lake Street
and Belvidere Road from 1895 to 1956, when
the name changed to Lakeview School.
Students played dodgeball or tag on the
“battlefield”—their nickname for a section
of the playground.
They eagerly awaited
fire drill days, when
students were permitted
to use the fire escape slide
designed to quickly
evacuate people on the
second floor. Now
Westlake Christian
Academy, the name has
changed but the purpose
of the building remains
the same.

Image courtesy of the Grayslake Historical
Society.

STOP

10

NW Corner of Lake
Street and Route
120

The Grayslake Cemetery was deeded for
burial purposes by Lawrence and Maria
Forvor on April 15, 1863. Shortly after, in
1876, a cemetery association was charted,
but is no longer in existence. Some of the
headstones in the Grayslake Cemetery have
birthdates dating back to the 1840s. More
than 500 people are buried in the Grayslake
Cemetery, as it is the resting place for many
early Grayslake
residents. In fact,
Grayslake's first
mayor is buried
here, along with
doctors, artists,
businessmen,
farmers, and
tradesmen.
Image taken during the 2017 Cemetery Walk, an
annual event in Grayslake.

2 South Lake
11 Street

STOP

In 1916, 23 years after their father opened one of
Grayslake's first tavern's, Fay and George
Brandstetter opened an automobile sales and repair
shop at this location. They sold Overland cars and
historic photos show a gas pump at the north end
of the building. The brothers dissolved their
partnership in 1921, and Fay maintained this
business while George opened a car sales and repair
shop a few doors down at 101 Center Street. The
two buildings look very similar. This building was
in use and connected to the automotive industry
through the Great Depression, as either a
dealership or repair shop. Since the 1950s, it has
served several purposes: storage for the Illinois Bell
Telephone Company, furniture store, hardware
store, home décor store, flea market, gymnastics
studio, and antique mall. In 2018, it opened as Light
the Lamp Brewery and closely resembles its
original 1916 splendor.

1 Harvey
12 Avenue

STOP

This building, when it stood in downtown
Grayslake, is where the Village of Grayslake began!
In 1895, there was an election in Grayslake.
Residents were asked whether or not they thought
Grayslake should be incorporated into a village. If
so, Grayslake would become an official town with
its own elected officials and the ability to make
rules and regulations for its citizens. On May 9th,
men of the town reported to a hardware store on
Center Street operated by the Thomson brothers.
They made their mark in a poll book, casting their
votes to incorporate or not. The majority voted in
favor of incorporation, turning this area
into the Village of Grays Lake. In 1911, the building
was pulled by horses and moved here. Today it is a
private residence, but before its move it was an
important focal point and gathering place for the
community. Dances, town meetings, and even some
of Grayslake’s earliest church services took
place here.

243 Harvey
13 Avenue

STOP

In 1965, the Grayslake Community Park
District purchased Jones Island from Mrs.
Fannie Jones for the sum of $15,000. To
prepare the land for use, sand was dumped
on the ice in winter. Over the next two
years, the Park District constructed a park
building on the corner of Harvey St., and
Alleghany Rd. with the help of students at
Grayslake Community High School. Six
years after its founding, the Grayslake Park
District had its first park.
Today, Jones Island
Park is a great place
for a picnic lunch, a
swim in Grays Lake
in the summer, ice
skating in the winter,
and all sorts of
outdoor fun.

STOP

14

Molly's Pond

Before it was a subdivision this land was
owned by the Epsteins, a well-known
Grayslake family who had numerous farms
in the area. The land was originally part of
the Gelatin Factory farms. The main
entrance to the farm was off of Washington
Street, where there was a hunting lodge.
Eventually, all the Epstein farms were sold,
and this particular one was turned into a
subdivision. Named after Harry and Anna
Epstein, parents of John, the 125 acre
Haryan Farms subdivision was constructed
in the early 1990s by a company called
Kimball Hill. The neighborhood features
approximately 234 single-family homes and
Molly's Pond, which is owned by the
Grayslake Park District.

STOP

15

21321 Washington
Street

With so much train traffic in Grayslake,
construction of the Washington Street
underpass was much needed. Led by
engineer Matt Powers (V3 Companies) and
the Lake County Department of
Transportation, the underpass was built to
help alleviate long wait times for thousands
of motorists. In 2017 when a 200 year
rainfall event hit Grayslake, water pumps
already in use for the creation of the
underpass were able to redirect water and
prevent flooding in the neighborhood
nearby. The Washington Street project
started back in 2009 with construction
starting in the summer of 2016. The 23
million dollar underpass project was
completed in 2018.

STOP

16

20160 West
Washington Street

Rollins Savanna, like much of Grayslake, was
once farmland. It contained far more than
800 acres and was on both sides of
Washington Street, spanning East to West
from Route 83 to Route 45. In the 1960s, 500
acres were sold to Harold Anderson
(developer of Woodfield Mall) and Paul W.
Brandel. However, it was still farmed - most
notably by Picket Fence Farms, who
specialized award-winning cattle. In 1989, the
property was purchased by the Lake County
Forest Preserve. Acquired in two phases, the
Rollins Savanna preserves natural ecosystems
and features open space, including 7.75 miles
of hiking and biking trails, as well as a Native
Seed Nursery and other educational
opportunities.

STOP

17

19351 West
Washington Street

With a total enrollment far surpassing
15,000 students, the College of Lake County
(CLC) meets and exceeds the many needs of
the citizens of Community College District
532, which includes seventeen public, and
two private high schools. The land where
CLC resides is approximately 181 acres and
was kindly donated by Harold Anderson
and Paul W. Brandel as a permanent
campus site. The College was formally
established in 1967 and has seen dramatic
growth over the last few decades with the
numerous campus extensions in the towns
of Waukegan and Vernon Hills. The college
employs more than 1,000 employees, and
offers more than 600 educational courses to
students.

100 Library
18 Lane

STOP

The first ever mention of a library in
Grayslake appeared in a newspaper dated
November 7, 1902. However, it wasn't until
April 1905 that the local Woman's Club
established a permanent library collection.
Over the years, the library became a taxsupported organization and the collection of
items continued to grow. In 1958, a
referendum was passed to create a library
district, intended to serve residents of
multiple communities, such as Grayslake,
Third Lake, Round Lake, Round Lake Beach,
Round Lake Park, and Hainesville. As time
passed, the need for a larger and more
permanent home was crucial. As a result, the
Grayslake Area Public Library was
constructed in 1997. It occupies 34,300 sq.
feet and has a collection exceeding 500,000
items.

250 Library
19 Lane

STOP

In 1960, the newly formed Grayslake Park
District sent out a survey and found that the
majority of Grayslake residents wanted a
community pool. After several stops and
starts, the Esper A. Petersen Foundation
Family Aquatic Center opened to the public
in 1999/2000. It sits on land that was once
part of the Kuebker family farm. Today the
pool provides summer fun to Grayslake
residents and can host up to 1,000 people.

The Esper A. Petersen Foundation Family Aquatic Center. Image courtesy of the Village of Grayslake.

250 Library
20 Lane

STOP

Owned and operated by the Grayslake
Community Park District, Central Park spans
61 total acres and is the crown jewel of
Grayslake parks. Located just steps away
from downtown Grayslake, Central Park
hosts two large playgrounds, a spray park,
athletic fields, walking trails, and plenty of
open space. Around the 1850s, the land was
owned by the Whitehead family. The
property was purchased by the Kuebker
family in 1895. The land was turned into a
farm where plants were cropped and animals
were raised. In 1967, the farm was sold to the
Gelatin Company. Eventually, after the farm
ceased operation, the Grayslake Park District
bought land in several stages, using a
combination of state grants and contributions
from several subdivision developers.

40 Railroad
21 Avenue

STOP

In 2015, the Village of Grayslake purchased
approximately 10 acres of what was
formerly the Grayslake Gelatin Factory with
the intention of creating a public park for
the residents. Nearly three years later,
Gelatin Park opened to the public and was
named as a tribute to the company that
called the land home for more than 60 years.
The park features walkways, bike paths, a
sledding hill, and the tall & iconic
smokestack, which serves as the park’s focal
point. Creating this public space required
substantial environmental clean up,
including 85,000 square ft. of asbestos & lead
paint remediation. Today the park is enjoyed
by residents year round.

400 N. Lake
22 Street

STOP

Grayslake's first four year high school
opened in 1946. It was called Grayslake
Community High School. When students
arrived for class that fall, the building was
only partially completed and some classes
had to be taught in private homes and
buildings around town. The football field
was created by community effort
had to be taught in private
homes and buildings
around town. The football
field was created by
community effort – the
Doolitte family donated sod and residents
cut and laid the new field together. Now
called Grayslake Central High School, this
building serves over 1,300 students and is
one of two high schools in District 127.

1925 N. Illinois
23 Route 83

STOP

Though it opened in 2004 for Freshman
only, Grayslake North High School serves as
the second four-year high school in
Grayslake. Before the school was built, the
land was not in use.
Using a referendum,
the Village of
Grayslake purchased
the property with the
intention of
constructing the new
high school. Today,
Grayslake North High School serves over
1400 students and is the one of two high
schools in District 127.

970 Harris
24 Road

STOP

Prairie Crossing is recognized for being one of the
most innovative and sustainable housing
developments in the country. Its story begins in the
1970s when a large developer proposed to build
thousands of conventional homes spanning nearly
2,100 acres. Concerned about the integrity of the land,
conservationists fought the development and won. In
1992, a community with an emphasis on
environmentally-friendly design began to come
together. Over the next 25+ years, the Prairie Crossing
community grew to 360 single-family homes, 36
condominiums, the Byron Colby Barn community
center, Prairie Crossing Charter School, and Station
Square mixed-use area with a café.

Prairie Crossing Housing Development. Image courtesy of Prairie Crossing.

STOP

Jaycee
Park
25

Jaycee Park was named after the Grayslake
Chapter of the Jaycees. The Jaycees is an
organization with the purpose of developing
individual leadership, while working to
better local communities. The first major
project for the Grayslake Chapter of Jaycees
was to build a village park. Moving forward,
the Chapter purchased 0.5 acres of land and
began to construct a park. With the help of
the local Lion's Club, and the Grayslake High
School, the park came to fruition and
contained two baseball fields, a playground,
picnic tables, and a shelter house. Today
Jaycee park is operated by the Grayslake
Park District. Its baseball fields are a
popular place for youth baseball, t-ball, and
softball games.

Village Greenway
25 System

STOP

Grayslake was one of the first communities
in the Chicago region to create a
comprehensive development plan for trails,
bike paths, and sidewalks. If you made it to
this stop, chances are you used one or more
greenway paths to complete the History
Trail. In cooperation with Grayslake Park
and School Districts, this system now has
over 21 miles of trails. Since 1990, the Village
has been successful in requiring substantial
developer donations, obtained grant
funding, and combined Village capital
dollars. No property tax dollars were used.

Happy 125+1
Birthday,
Grayslake!
Look for more Celebrate
Grayslake 125+1 events
this year, including:
125+1 Celebration Street Dance
6:00 to 10:00pm @ Center Street
The party is on Center Street! From 6-10 pm on Saturday, July
24, businesses and restaurants are offering discounts, special
drinks, and more. Kids can get a balloon animal and play old
fashioned games in the Kids Zone. Bring your dancing shoes–
a DJ will be spinning all night long.
125+1 Celebrate Grayslake History
6:00pm @ Grayslake Heritage Center & Museum
Tonight kicks off a weekend of 125+1 events. The
evening includes: opening the time capsule sealed during
Grayslake’s Centennial, a flag raising with the newly designed
Village of Grayslake flag, and a living history presentation with
costumed actors by the Grayslake Historical Society.
Attendees will get a souvenir Grayslake flag to take home;
light refreshments will be provided.

Celebrate Grayslake 125+1 Summer Days Festival
5:00pm Fri & 12:00pm Sat @ Downtown Grayslake
This year’s Summer Days is a tribute to the 125(+1)th
anniversary of Grayslake! The celebration begins Friday
night at 6 pm when Blooze Brothers take the stage
followed by Total Recall at 8 pm and 7th Heaven at 10 pm.
Saturday’s festivities include many new family-friendly
additions! From 1 to 4, there will be a Touch a Truck event,
carnival games, and hands-on activities with Lake County’s
Farm Heritage Association. The Celebrate 125+1 Parade steps
off at 6 pm and includes jugglers, silt walkers, a fire
breather, McCrae Farm French Classical Dressage, the
Crystal Lake Strikers drum line, marching bands, classic
cars, and more. Bands that night include American English
at 8 pm & the Modern Day Romeos at 10 pm.
125+1 Color Aloft Balloon Festival
6:00pm @ Central Park
The festival opens at 4 pm. Balloons will launch 5:30 - 6:30
pm and return for a Night Glow7:30 - 8:30 pm, weather
permitting.

For more information on all of these events visit
grayslakevillagecenter.com & be sure to check out the
Grayslake History in One-Minute Videos
all summer long at grayslakeheritagecenter.com!

In parternship with...

Thank you to our sponsors:

Trustee Adam Shores

Grayslake Heritage Center & Museum
164 Hawley St.
Grayslake, Illinois 60030

